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Senators I'latt and lepew must have
4 iKNir opinion of Senator Spooner.

A. politician In Strathroy, Ont, was
pepped on by a fast trotter. That was

I horse on Ulm.

Ono trs-obl- e with an Insanity plea la
hat It csa't always be stopped at a

lonTenlent lace.

Mr. Hanriinan says everybody hates
I successful man. Not If he keeps his
foot oft everybody's neck.

As for the Chicago and Alton, It was
not "the only vay" for Mr. Harrlmniij
It was only one of his ways.

f Mr. Rockefeller bad given his un-

divided attention to the accumulation
of money, however, he might easily
have leen a rich man.

"Is it wise to let sleeping oneestor
lie ?" usk a Philadelphia paper. The
trouble I the wide-awak- e descendants
do all the lying nowadays.

There will k? some real trouble In

this country If two of the panics pre-

dicted by our great railroad men ever
come together In a bead-o- n collision.

Americans are said to be the most
profane people In the world, but the
man or waaian who makes that asser-

tion should he compelled to swear to It.

Edgar Saltu thinks everything on

this earth will be properly adjusted by

the year 300. That's about the time
Elijah Bowie Is duo back here, Isn't
It?

Mrs. Sage' $10,000,000 gift to society

U to be haadled systematically. A great
dlaapnolntaseBt to persons who hoped It
would be a case f go early and avoid
the rusk.

Persia aas only one railroad, and It
Is but ten miles long. If Persia wishes
to secure the aervlces of an able rail
road promoter we are willing to lenu
Harrlman for an Indefinite iterlod.

A London preacher says he Is "go-

ing to get the devil down and out of
the Bible." Tne members of the Down
and Out (OUb may as well prepare to
receive another distinguished member.

Somebody recently paid $2,000 for
tha original manuscript of a poem by

Robert Burns. It came a little too late,
however, to enable Bobby's publsbers
to make ono of the sis best sellers.

' A Colorado weather prophet who had
predicted a Mlzzard committed suicide
because sunshine came Instead. The
government would have trouble In the
west her bureau all the time If this
ort of thing were to become epidemic.

An Austrian military officer has wilt
ten a pamphlet In which he expresses
the opinion that It would be couipura-tlvcl- y

easy for Japan to smash things
on our Pacific coast Whtlo It 'would
be foollsa to Ignore the dangers to
which our Pacific const might be

In case of war, we may as well
remember that the Austrian thought
Spain would be able to whip us with'
out calling on any of her reserve forces.

It la the atmosphere that makes the
eky look Hue and the moon yellow. If
we could ascend to an elevation of fifty
mi lea above the earth's surface we
should see that the moon la a brilliant
white, while tho sky would he black,
with the stars shining as brightly In
the daytime as at night. Furthermore,
aa a moat picturesque feature of tho
spectacle, we should take notice that
same of the stars are red, othors blue,
yet others violet, and still others grecu
in color. Of course all of the stars (If
we bar tho planets of our own system)
are burning sun and the hues they
wear depend upon their temperature.

That we need a national song as an
expression of patriotism Is generally
agreed, and the time will come that
will produce one to answer all the re
quirements. What more fitting monu
merit to any American composer than
a song that would nerve such a splendid
purpose? Who can alt In an English
audience and not Ik stirred when, a
the strains of "God Save the King"
float out from the orchestra, every mnn,
woman and child rises lu silent tr lb
uto? Or who can witness the demon
titration which "Hell dir liu Sieger
fcranz" creates In a gathering of tier
mans without a thrill? Men have gone
down to welconio death with the words
of "La Marseillaise" on their lips. By
all means honor the memory of Francis
Scott Key, but let u hall with Joy the
advent of sonio genius who will give us
a better national song thun "The Star
Spongled Banner."

There are sotuo stories about John D.
Rockefeller now going the rouuds thut
are fakes pure and simple. For In
stance, a Washington story says that
ba Is planning to give $50,000,000 for
the purpose of lifting the Chlnee In
their own country to the plane of civ
llizntlon of the Ainerleim people. A
'ev York story says that he Is soon

to give $50,000,000 for educational and
charitable purposes In that city. An
other story from says that
h Is to will $250,000,000 for education-
al purposes, etc. These stories ure to
bo discounted considerably, If they are
to be believed at all. Iu the first pluce,
Mr. Rockefeller himself recently placed
bl. wealth at $300,000,000. It these
stories are to be believed be is going
to give It all away. That Is not at all
like John D. Iu the second place, when
Mr. Rockefeller gives away money he
places It iu the hands of men whom he
knows and whom be can trust His ac-

quaintance In China Is very limited. In
tho third place John IX Rockefeller Is
too shrewd a man for a moment to cat
culate that $50.(iO0,hk) will do very,
Oiucb toward the uplifting of the heath

n Chinee. Thero nro about 5o0.000.wx
of them, which means ten cents apiece,

Ten cents will not do very much oplift- -

liig. Finally, If John I). Rockefeller
wills money for educational purposes,
ho will have the care and dlsiHUisation
of It pretty definitely determined liefore
his dntli. 80 fur as is known, no one
hns been approached on the subject.
That Mr. Rockefeller niny have r.e
plans In his mind Is barely possible.
Stories like the above, however, are cir
culated without authority, and

have very little basis In fact
Mr. Rockefeller has given away a large
sum of money already, and It might be
Just like him to conclude that he has
given uway enough.

In the maxims of a modern British
satirist apiears the epigram, "Those
who can, do; those who cannot, teach."

or "teach" might be substituted. In Jus
tice to the professional teacher, the
words "criticise," "censure," "object"
nnd "obstruct." President Roosevelt
developed this Idea In n recent address

11 Harvard studci.t. He made plain
reference to doctrinaire persons who
meet in parlors, discuss conditions with
no other evident purpose than to deter-
mine that condition are bad, and who
present to the men entrusted with pub-
lic affairs no single workable Idea. Ho
few plans are drawn with entire per
fection, so few men are completely and
oiitlnuously competent, that almost
ny one of mediocre Intelligence can

find the faults In greater sclieinea than
lie fault-finde- r could begin to conceive

or carry out, enn jtolnt to the flaws In
useful public servant beside whom the
rltlc Is a pygmy. The kind of critic

that the President objects to is the
habitually destructive kind. Neither
the President nor any other man of
etion objects to tile sort of criticism

which presents a constructive Idea, con
ceived In an honest desire to make
things letter. Such criticism Is helpful.
But when small groups of persons who
warmly agree with eoch other Issue
manifestoes and resolutions which can
not guide the most open-minde- d man
In a single act, they are unserviceable.
and offensive to those who are trying
to do the work of the world. Since
Plato and Aristotle every critic of poll-tie- s

and art who hns gained lasting
authority has offered constructive ad
vice, plans for dolug things rather than
strictures upon other men's plans. Lin
coln, one of the most violently nnd per
sistently criticised of men, knew this
simple test. He used frequently to meet
unfair critics by asking them to come
right to Washington and see what they
could do. It Is a test the critic should
u--? willing to abide.

SOME LONG-LIVE- D PROFESSIONS.

Mnalcal Compoarra and Men of l,r.
, tera Hrarh a Sound Old A(f,
The Psalmist's "three score venr

and ten" are not the average man's
lire, nut are named as the avem
limit of those who arrived at a normal
old age. The average life of men in
various occupations appears In the ap-
pended table:

' Years. v...
Rural lab 4fi.32Slon nmunn. .turn'
Carpenters .. .45.28P1 umbers . ...3Si8
iJouiestics ....r.'.tKJMlU operatlves.3S.00
"alters , 41.2UUpjtmniths ..37.00
Weavers 41.f2Hrlrklivnra 9T?n
Shoemakers .. .40.87 Printers .....3000
Tailor 30.40Clorks 34.00
Hatter 38.01 Av. populatlon.30.88

ine ngures just given cover most
classes of work. Mu-
sical composers, however, are said to
live longer thon persons encaged In otli- -

er occupations, In proof of which this
eminent list hns been prepared:
Aubor 08 a luck 7.1
MooHlngy SSPiccliii '!;'
Campra RtOretry T- -

Cherublnl 82Mpyereer 70
Ramcau 81 S. Bach 05
Haydn . . . . t . . . ,77Salevy ....03Spontina 77Boildieu oi
Rossini "(JHoethoven 57
Halierl 7GDalayrac 55
Handel 74 Lull! 54
Palslclio 74Mehul mvWLcRiieur 74 .

With this as a basis, tholiverara see
of the muslcfll composer would be about
71 years approximately the biblical ul
lowunce.

What Word. Can bo.
"Any one who swears," declared the

bishop of Carlisle, "manifests the beir- -

gurllness of his vocabulury." Tho Con-
cord Patriot puts It In this fashion :

"Peoplo swear because they do not
know the possibilities of plain Eng-
lish or have not the skill to manipulate
It so that It will yield tho amount of
fire they want. You can do almost
anything with common words. No
matter how tamo and lifeless they
looking standing In stupid rows n- - if
they, dldu't know enough to come in
when It ruined, they can be nindo to
dance like Imps, to frolic llko fairies,
to flout ungelwiso on light wings, to
glow like lire spirits. They can do
things thut make the ordinary bits of
profanity look like feeble scare-row- s

stiffened up with a fenco stake. The
cure for profanity reformers and edu-
cators please make a note is merely
wit enough to handle your words so
thut swearing will seem like baby talk
Iu comparison."

Whrn Uloadla Was Afraid.
One of Biondln's favorite Jokes wai

to offer to curry some distinguished
lectutor across the rope with hlni on

his back. Kverybody uuturally refused,
and tho great equilibrist, with a gen-
ial smile, would soy. "I nm sorry you
are afraid 1 should drop you." But ho
was hoist once with his own petard.

Ho was exhibiting In purls and was
about to cross the Seine on his rope.
Chum, the great curlcnfurlst. had come
to muke a sketch. Bloudlu. recogniz-
ing 1)1 iu. at once Invited hliu to cro.s
with him,

"With pleasure." replied Chain, "but
011 one condition."

"And that Is" queried Blond iu.
"That I shall carry you on my

back." answered Cham.
"Not If I kuow myself," answered

Bloudlu.
"Ah." triumphantly exclaimed Chum,

"this time, M. Bloudlu, It Is you who
are nfruld!"

Ilea vcu 111 uy be the fouutulu heud of
praise, but It will do 110 barm to let out
ad occasional cheer during your sojourn
ou earth.

The two most popnlar English books
In Russia at the present dny, according
to the Dally Mall, are Milton's "Para-
dise Lost" ond The Adventures of
Sherlock Holmes."

Interesting data gathered by the Pub-lishci-

Circular show that during the
last year seven new works of fiction
have on an average appeared every
weekday nnd two new editions. There
has been a decrease In biography, his-
tory, belles-lettre- theology, books on
art science, travel nnd In poetical and
dramatic works. Fiction Is the literary
food demanded by the public and fiction
In ail forms Is Iielng abundantly sup-
plied.

An amusing commentary on Pierre
Lotl's languishing romance "Lcs Desou-chnntees-

Is presented by a reviewer
In Putnam's Monthly. It appears that
Lot I as a matter of fact had a number
of Interviews with three young Turkish
women In a Constantinople hnrcm,
though his acquaintance was carried on
without any of the mystery or adven-
ture so elaborated lu the novel. Lotl
discussed his projected "Los Dosenchnn-tees- "

with these young ladles, but their
sentiments prove to be scarcely us deli-
cate as he might wish. They regard
themselves ns real collaborators, and
lecauso M. Lotl has not forwarded
them a share of the royalties there has
been talk of a lawsuit

The new subscription edition of the
works of George Kilot baa aroused
fresh luterest in the personality of the
woman whose first fiction appeared
when she was nearly 40 years of age.
Dickens wrote to her praising her
"truth, delicacy and pathos," nnd
knowing her only from the "George
Eliot" on the title page he declared
that "if these moving fictions origin-
ated with no woman I believe that no
man ever before bad the art of mak-
ing himself mentally so like a woman
since the world began." Froude wrote
to her, "I do not know whether I am
addressing a young man or an old,"
but In bis delight and admiration ho
urged "Georgo Eliot" to come and ac-

cept his hospitality.
In writing of Jnmcs Whlteomb Riley

In the Books News Monthly Hewitt
Hanson Howland says: "As a maker
and teller of stories Mr. Riley Is Incom-
parable. He was born with the gift
Never too many, never too long, always
suited to the moment and fitted to the
scene, his story-punctuate- d conversa-
tion Is ever a delight. Ills method of
Introduction Is original and artistic.
There are never any 'that reminds
1110' or 'you remember beginnings, but
with a full appreciation of the value
of a good owning sentence he will sny :

'When Bouy Meak' (that's a typical
Riley name) 'was first assistant post-
master at Idavllle ho used to tell, etc.
Bony gets the credit, you see, and Riley
a heartier luugu for having given It to
him."

Mrs. fleorge McCracken, under the
pseudonymn L. A. M. Priestley, In "The
Love Stories of Some Famous Wom-
en," has selected eight women of strong
character and told how and with what
effect they have fallen lu love. Eliza-
beth Barrett Browning and Isabel,
Lady Burton, are quoted as women of
strong ier8onnlIty, who wedded men of
equal or greater cullber and found hap-
piness In marriage. George Eliot, In
her Irregular alliance with George Hen-
ry Lewes found domestic bliss marred
by social disapproval, Mrs. Slddons
overshadowed her husband, Mine. Ro-
land married a great man, to find him
to be emotionally her antithesis; Char-
lotte Bronte, after amazing tho world
with Jaue Eyre, married a country
curate of blameless life, who, tho au-
thor claims, disapproved of her literary
habits.

Thla Fox a Heal Mooter.
The following account of the effects

of environment comes from a landowner
lu Silesia, and should prove Interesting
to all lovers of tho animal world.

One of tho keeper eamo on a litter
of young foxes, each about tho alze of
a half-grow- cut Thero wero eleven
of them and ten were quickly dlsiosid
of Iu the neighborhood. Tho eleventh,
however, was dellcute. He seemed to
have had n blow ucross tbo loins In
babyhood and was but u Blckly little
fellow. His condition awakened sym-
pathy In the household and he was
taken lu and nursed and petted Into
robust health.

But enro and gentle treatment are
now showing their effect not only 011
young reynard's physique, but on his
general behavior and tho view ho takes
of things. Before nil others ho loves
his kind muster and mistress. Next to
tlieiu he cslivina tho house dog. Iu
fact, should a "puck" now come ucross
his way foxy would probably show de-

light and tin Inclination to take each
on for a game. Brushed and combed,
it Is his prUlo to show himself In the
drawing room when requested or to

his dear lady on her walk.
A few weeks ago he was missed, and

It was found that he hud gone to pay
his devoirs alone at a house where he
hud been cttcd, getting no further,
however, tliuu the front door, where ho
Mood Importunately scratching. Nor Is
it ull "take" on his part and no re-

turn. He has become a very expert
muuser. By day, however, he loves
best to recline before the Uitcheu fire
on u little old rug he recognizes as his
very owu. Pull Mall Gu.ette.

( lurk Owned by Jutin Wealey.
A clock once owned by John Wesley

and presented by I1I111 to the Johu
Street aiethodlst Church, lu New York
City, Is still dolug good Hcrvhv In the
church at 44 John sreet.

A former occasionally become d

over taxes, uml pollticul corrii-tlo-

but he Is never thoroughly
wrought ip until he ban a burse sto-
len.

Whut bus iMfouit f tlu cld fabhloii- -

ed bov w '10 funne l I tie liubit of tiitlni
I Jkls finger nails?

MAX OB AND CIRCUS AQENT.

Mlaalaalppl Town Torna Oat to
Show and r'vrrfooo Satlaflrd.

"Talking alsiut the South Teminds
me of the Mayor of a little town down
In Mississippi. One day several years
ago I drops-- d In to see this particular
Mayor. I wanted to get some Informa-
tion about the town and the crop con-

dition and. Incidentally, I asked him
the amount of the license.

" 'Colonel,' I said we always call a
Mississippi Mayor 'colonel' 'how much
do you all charge fot a show?'

"His Honor looked up In a quizzical
sort of way.

"'What kind of a show, sab?'
" 'Oh.' I said 'a kind of a sort of ring

sliow horses and lady riders and tum-
blers and n few clowns nnd such.'

"'Ah' suspiciously 'you mean a
circus?'

" 'Yes, sir; I believe that's what folks
call If

"'How many rings yon nil got?'
"I didn't like this persistent question-

ing and I began to see visions of a $200
or $.KH license, but I answered:

" Three.'
'"Humph I Any menagerie?'
"My estimate went up another hun-

dred, but I said :

"'Oh, yes, n few squirrels and mon-

keys and lions mid elephants and
giraffes and tilings.'

"Another 'humph' and once more I
raised the ante.

" 'Any sideshows?' iierslstcd the
Mayor.

" I stammered; I was men-
tally wondering how long It would take
to wire the show and get authority to
change the town. . The old man's voice
broke in on my reverie.

"'Hum hum circus, eh?' he was
saying, 'and menagerie, eh? And side-

show, eh? Well, I'll tell you, captain
(you see he wasn't to be outdone In
courtesy when It came to titles), I'll
tell you. I could, tax you all $25, but
I reckon I can let you off for $10 and a
few corapllmentarles. Fact Is, sah, I'm
very partial to circuses very partial,
sah think 'em a great benefit to the
town, sah; and If, sah, you all think I
am Inclined to be too severe In the mat-
ter of the license Just Bay the word and
I shall be most happy to eliminate the
flnnnclul consideration altogether, sah.'

"Tho drop was so sudden I could
Scarcely stumnier my thanks; but the
show took tho town and the buslnesi
was enormous." New York Tribune.

A Falae Alarm of Fire.
It was ou board the Northern Light,

says Captain Gabon In "A Sullor of
Fortune," that a false alarm of fire
was sounded ami disaster prevented
only by prompt action. A passenger
looking down through tho boiler hntch
saw the d boiler fronts, and
seeing the flame-lik- e color amid a
cloud of steam, shouted "Fire!" Im-
mediately the whole vessel was in an
uproar and a dangerous panic was Im-

minent I was one of the under-offl-ccr- s.

The climax came when the quarter-
master saw a minister of the gosiel ou
the rail trying to lower the bow of one
of the ship's boats. I ran to him and
ordered him' to come down on deck.
The minister paid 110 attention, and I
seized his coat tall to drag him down
by force.

Perhaps It was an old coat, for the
seams parted, and a second later I had
the ministerial coat tail In my hands.
He came down thc-n-. He was angry,
and wns llkewlso a spectacle to look
upon.

Ho started to call an Indignation
meeting, but most of the passengers
had recovered from their fright by this
time, nnd were Inclined to be merry at
tho reverend gentleman's expense.

He went raging to the captain, who
summoned me to appear. I came, still
carrying the coat tail In my hand.

"Mr. Oslion," he said, "what ore your
orders In case of a false alarm of
fire?"

"My orders," I said, "are to stop It
by any means uecessury. I may knock
a man down, throttle him, or split him
wide open."

The captain turned to the Irate min-
ister.

"Those nre Mr. Osbon's orders," he
said. "You ore fortunate that It was
only your coat that was split open."

The danger from the false alarm of
fire ou shlpbourd Is second only to the
real thing, and is always a peril to be
met promptly.

Worthy Melon.
The shlftlessness of Ebeu Carter was

a byword iu Wlllowby. His wife's meth-
ods of gettiug through life with as lit-

tle trouble and work as possible wero
lu strict uccord with his own, and the
children were destined to follow close-

ly In tho footsteps of their parents.
" Tlsn't any manner o' uso for Eb

to go to school," said Mr. Carter, dis-

cussing his sou and namesake with thu
teacher of "Number Three" one day.
"He's dull, that boy Is, as duil as a
hoc duller tliuu some boes,"

"But If you sent him regularly to
school " begun the teacher; but Mr.
Carter lifted his hand In a gesture of
denial.

" Twouldn't bo any manner o' use,"
he said, lu. 11 hoeleBs tone. "As 'tis, I

keep him out, doing odd Jobs round
the house bo's when he goes to school
off uu' on It'll seem like a privilege an'
opportunity to him, on' boil be spur-
red on to making tho most of It But
it don't work right with Kb. He gets
bud murks every time he goes,

"That's the way with my children
strain every nerve to get 'em a elm nee
at education now an' then, and they
don't appreciate it any more than If
they had it right along."

Hall 14S Pounds to tho Yard.
The rails on the Belt Line road la

Philadelphia are the heaviest In tho
world. They weigh 12 imunds to the
yard or.d are seventeen iHuitid heav-
ier than any rails ever used before.
They ballasted lu concrete and
nlue-lne- h girders were used to bind
them.

Of tbo F.artb Karlbly.
My wife is not an angel.

Yet kIi wears a eoldeu crowo ;
She got it from a dentist

And I planked $10 down.

It Is a rare man who will not lis
about his age.

'Bf ImpffrVl Turret tysi
'
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T
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The "awakening of China" Is to be,

first of all, an awakening from the
opium induced stuintr which the coun
try bus itcon trying to throw niY at
intervals for more than a century. It
was in 1805 that the EnqH-ro- r Klu King
ordered that the severest penalties
should be inflicted ou ull who smoked,
ate, cultivated or dealt In opium. A

short time ngj definite ntws cunie from
Pckin that the Chinese government had
decided not only to abolish the opium
truffle and habit, absolutely, within the
next twenty years, but hud mado public
the means by which the much-neede- d

reform Is to be brought about, regard-
less of the financial burdens the refor-
mation 111 n y entail.

What was not possible 100 years ago,
or even sixty years ago, on account of
tho' national and International morals
of the periods, probably every govern-
ment, In tho world would gladly see
realized

The most promising feature of the
campaign against the opium habit is
the attitude of the press of China, and
ot the better elements generally. There
does not seem to ls u single protest
against the philanthropic scheme of
the government A healthful tone Is

noticed In most Influential qunrters.
For some time persons in China hove
been sjieaklng with contempt of the
government oltlclals addicted to the use
of the drug. The best object lesson
shown to China ;'or years Is the foreig-

n-drilled army, from which the
opium habit hns been eradicated.

It Is with tiie government ofiiciuls
themselves that the Chinese govern-
ment will start All worshipful o(ll-ciai-

princes, dukes, viceroys and Tar-
tar generals have Isi-- ordered to
pledge their word to the Imperial gov-

ernment that they are willing to aban-
don the use of the drug, directly or In-

directly, within n stipulated time.
Opium users aged more than 00 years

to be treated leniently, as it is recog-

nized by the government that the habit
Is a prop for many of thorn, that it
would be equlvulent to ruining their
lives If the prop were smitclied nwuy.
Old officials will be allowed to try the
"tapering off system of reform.

If the younger men are so prone to
the habit that they will be unable to
do their work during the renaissance
era. they will be allowed tn substitute
others for their duties temporarily.

Shops dealing lu opium and opium
dens must close their doors, finally with-
in six months. Confirmed opium fiends
must be given their medicinal prescrip-
tions gratuitously, so that there will
be no financial returns for dealers. All
persons, government officers or not,
under three-scor- must decrease their
consumption of opium 20 er cent ev-

ery year, beginning Immediately. No
poppy Is to be cultivated after ten
years.

The acreage now under cultivation Is
to be decreased 10 per cent every year.
and, of course, no new land Is to bo
cultivated .lu tho poppy plant Viola-
tion of the 'rules ns to acreage will
be, taken by the government ns cause
for confiscation of the fields. The
amount raised and consumed is to be
registered; only registered persons nre
to be allowed to obtain the drug, nnd
110 person must begin the habit.

Altogether there nre cloven regula-
tions of the most stringent kind. It
hns been snld that, In a way. they nre
the most Important ever Isfited for the
control of the Internal life of the em-

pire. The edict Is already iu force. The
country is stirring in Its sleep.

Figures show with only too much
plainness tho magnitude of the task
which China has undertaken. Kow-shln- g,

for instance, a Chinese city
with a population ubout as large as
that of Cambridge, consumes every day
about $1,000 worth of opium. The av-

erage wages of a laborer are from 5
to 10 ceuts n day. Every man, woman
ond child In tho old walled town spends
a cent u day on opium, it is nil equiva-
lent to a laborer earning $2 u day
spending more than fifty cents u day.

The wealthy families in many dis-

tricts spend more proportionately than
the poor. It la related that a boy lu a
rich family Is allowed 11 dollar a day
for the drug. The millionaires have
their splendid opium parlors, and the
women and children acquire the habit
Tho product of the poppy plant Is ilia
treat leveler of China.

Legend of the I'uppy J'limt.
The iHippI plant bus been known to

man from tinu' Immemorial, it did uot
make its upicaruticc in the flora of
China until about tho eighth century of
the Christian era. But the beginning
of the fifteenth century, opium begun
to bo Introduced In considerable quan-
tities, and tiie Chinese government en-

couraged home production. By the mid-

dle of the seventeenth century the use
of the drug wus widespread.

Tho origin of opium has been told In
a picturesque manner by the Bengalis.
Their legend says that In the far-of- f

times there lived on the bunks of the
Ganges a sage who had u mouse for a
companion. The Kige taught the mouse
to talk. Frightened one day by a cut,
the mouse usked to be changed Into n
cat Tho sage compiled. A dog worried
the cat, so the sago mnde the cat a
dog. The dog became successively an
ape, a bear, an elephant, uml final!; a
beautiful maiden, named "l'ostomaul,"
or "Poppyscod lady." A king fell In

love with tho girl. When she told him,
after on ardent wooing, that the was a
princess, he married her. One day she
fell Into a well anil was drowned. The
king was disconsolate until he wus

by the sage that the girl had
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deceived him, nnd was not n princess,
but merely a risen mouse.

"Ict her body remain In the well,"
ho advised. "Fill up the well with
earth. Out of her flesh will grow 0
tree, which shall be called for her,
'Poso,' the iHippy tree. From that tree
will come a drug, opium, which
shall bo smoked and eaten till the end
of time. The opluuv swallower or
smoker will have one quality of each
of the iiulmnls to which Postomnnl was
transformed. He will be mischievous,
like a mouse; fond of milk, llko a cut;
or quarrelsome, like a dog; filthy, like
an ape; savage, like a bear; nnd high
temiwrcd. like a queen." All the attri-
butes have l)ccn possessed by some
opium users, and sonic of them by nil.

FRISCO'S FERRY CLOCK
A3AIN TELLS THE TIME.
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TIIE KKR-H- CLOCK TOW EH.

Sun Francisco's greut ferry clock
tower, which was so badly shaken by
the earthquake that It had to be re-

built, has now been restored and the
clock again tells the time. This clock
tower Is the one typical landmark In
San Francisco. By dny It can be seen
by the thousands of pedestrians in Mar-
ket street, nnd by night It tells the time
to the sailors on the boy.

HIS SKIN LIKE AN ARM0B.

Hrrr Sohwarla One of the Many Gen-
uine Frraka of Nature.

When she is in a freakish mood na-
ture seems to revel In making human
beings who are a constant mystery to
their fellow creatures. Such a man is
Herr Schwarz, the "armor-plate- d man,"
who Is such a puzzle to the doctors of
Europe.

Herr Schwarz has for some years
been undergoing an ossification of the
whole of bis body and Is rapidly de-
veloping Into the hardness and Immo-
bility of a statue. His buck hns now
become rigid, the muscles standing out
hard and immovable; In fact, he seems
to be enveloped in a kind of armor
plating, consisting of surface bone as
bard as stone. He Is no longer able
to move his Jaws and Is compelled to
take food In a liquid form through a
tube, some of his teeth having been
removed for the puriose. And yet this
osseous man enjoys excellent health
and not long ago was married to a
charming young Berlin woman.

A curious contrast to this indurated
man is Herr Ktahl, w hose bones are so
brittle that he can scarcely move with-
out fracturing one of them. By sim-
ply stepping off n pnvemcnt he has
broken a leg more than once; n hearty
handshake has broken his arm and a
slap ou the buck not long ago laid him
up for weeks with n fractured shoul-
der. Herr Stahi has numbered ouly 24
years, yet ho counts two fractures for
every year he has lived; In fact, as ho
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humorous! sar, tha only Mfe plaetf
for him Is a glass case."

Captain Vetrio, an American, Is
"freak" of another order, for ho cam
make a hearty meal off poisons which!
would provide work for quite a large
number of undertakers If others f ere
to partake of It Not long ago In
Berlin, he sat down to a dinner which
consisted of n plate of verdigris, m

liberal portion of ultramarine and
"compote" of sulphur and borax, fol-

lowed by n dessert of wulte sulphur;
These edibles were washed down by p
bottle of patent rat killer, made ot
IK) wile red glass, arsenic and atrophlno.
This meal he devoured with evident en-

joyment, to tho amazement of the gov
ernment officials aud doctors who look-

ed on.
William II. Muck Is perhaps the only

man living who can defy the law ot
gravitation. Altliough he weighs but
12. Miami, a dozen strong men can
uot raise him nn Inch from the ground
and nn entire football team has failed
to push him off the edge of a plat
form.

DO WOLVES EAT MENP

Moat of the Varna to That KITect Dax
rlared to Be Fakea.

A skeptical person, calling himself
St Croix, hns been trying to find out
whether wolves and bears nre maligned
by the popular stories of their mnn-eutln- g

wnys.
First he tried running down the sto-

ries told In newspaper dispatches. Foil-
ed In this effort, he turned to the In
dlans. They knew the gray wolf, hav-
ing wintered and summered with him.
Had they ever known of an Indian be-

ing killed by oue? N-n- o ; but MIngaa
wns very crufty and very much to ba
dreaded.

Quite so, but once for nil, had ho
ever to their knowledge killed a man?
No, but theyvhad heard . So it
went ; always the same Intangible, un-
confirmed rumor and the same absence
of proof.

"Now for a few facts as to tho wolf,"
writes St. Croix In Recreation. "He
can go eiglit days without food and
can then eut forty pounds of meat at
a sitting, so the Indians say. This Is
pretty fulr for an animal weighing but
eighty pounds. Yet we do not know the
length of the sitting.

"The wolf will not venture on glare
lee, ho never crosoes a lake until there
Is enough snow to hide the Ice. To wet-
ting his feet he Is as averse as the do-

mestic cat. lie will not kill bis game
In the shelter of the forest, always
driving It Into some open place for tho
kill.

"When chasing a deer he goes at a
leisurely lope, sitting down at inter-
vals to give tbe most dolorous and
blood curdling howls. This drives the
lor victim into a wild gallop and soon
exhausts It nnd as the wolf never tlref
he Is sure sooner or later to catch up
with the quarry.

"In winter the deer often makes for
some wild rapid Into which it plunges,
knowing that the wolf will not fol-

low. Too often the deer drowns, but
better such a death than one by the
fangs.

"In summer a couple of wolves will
secure all tho deer they need by very
simple tactics. Having put up the
quarry, one wolf drives It by easy
stages to some little lake I speak
now of the Laurcntlan country and
on reaching the shore the deer plunges'
unhesitatingly In, for its Instinct tells
It the enemy will not dare to follow.

"So on It swims, while the pursuer
sits on his haunches and howls dis-
mally, no doubt because he sees bis
dinner escaping. At length the tired
deer drags Itself wearily from the wa-
ter, and shakes the drops from Its coat
on the sun warmed strand. Then the
companion wolf, which has waylaid Its
coming, springs ot Its throat ond when
the first wolf Joins they have a gorge
that makes them Independent of fate
for a whole week."

Arithmetical Hlatory.
A teacher was Instructing a class of

young pupils In history, says a writer
in tho Philadelphia Bulletin. She ask-- 1

ed one of them how many wars Eng- -
land fought with Spain.

"Six," the little girl answered.
"Six," repeated the teacher. "Euu-niera- te

them, please." '

."One, two, three, four, five, six," said
the little girl, cheerfully and confl.
deutly.

Surmoniitlnir au Obatacle.
"Do you know," the poet was asked,

"there is no rhyme for 'month?' "
"Get out!" he responded. "What's tho

matter with this:
"A note is made for thirty days,
And sometimes tho indorser pays?"
"What's that got to do with it?"
"Why, you chump, thirty days is a

month." Philadelphia Ledger.

Tho man who tukes himself serlouslr
usuully marries a woman who doesn't

MARBLE SEASON.
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